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Ovalle, Chile 

Airports: SCCF Calama to SCOV Ovalle 
Distance: 523nm - FL 31000ft - 2 hrs. 
Handler: self 
Fuel: world fuel at Calama by email release 
Date: 28th January 2020 

Our flight takes us over the mountains that we just stayed and 
adventured the entire area of the Desert Atacama is amazing. 
At 31000ft we have a 50kt head wind which slows our speed to 
0.340mach or 211kt airspeed- 203kt ground speed. Heading south flying 
between the mountain range and the coast the landscape just red 
mountainous desert, no farms, nothing but a few mines here and there. 
Minimum safe altitude 25500ft and the weather is looking a little nasty 
with thunderstorms building around us, the cloud cover below is sitting 
on the mountains, we may need to consider the alternate airport, SCSE 
Coquimbo. 
We divert right of track 150nm to destination as we are eye level with 
thunderstorms. 
As we get closer to our top of descent we can see the entry to the airport 
which is practically on the coast, the skies have opened to blue and 
cloudless. However the airport is actually over some mountains and 
being a small general aviation operation airport it has no ILS and no air 
traffic control, the radar services advise termination so we are left to 
descend at our discretion over mountains and try to find the airport. We 
continue over the smaller mountain range and into a valley over a 
spectacular lake, still the airport is not in sight.  The GPS indicates it is 
right in front of us a little to the left and we are running out of valley.  
Slowing down with the wheels down and flaps active we finally spot it on 
a plateau surrounded by another lower valley of vineyards, it has the feel 
and look of approaching an aircraft carrier deck, a most unusual feeling, 
not difficult just bizarre. 
The next to land on the strip is Roberto Dabed who is coming back from 
an airshow in his SR22.  We have been in constant contact with him 
during our planning to come to Chile, he is very passionate about his 
country and has assisted us with great contacts and recommendations 
one of them to come and see his town.  He has done a lot for general 
aviation in Ovalle, being President of the club and creating the facilities 
to generally promote more aviation in the region. 
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He kindly takes us to meet his family and stay at his family estate an 
incredible farm of Custard apples, beautiful horses trained for Chile 
Rodeo of which the family are champions. 

Where ever we go in Chile we are so humbled by the warm welcome of 
the people of Chile, who go out of their way to assist with all their hearts.  
It is the people not the places that make travelling enjoyable. 

Santiago, Chile

Airports: SCOV Ovalle to SCEL Santiago 
Handler: not required at Ovalle - Santiago upon landing we saw there 
was no provision for general aviation without access to an FBO we 
moved the aircraft to Aviasur. 
Fuel: not required 
Distance: 40min flight 
Date: 30th January 2020 

Amir and the new star the Vision Jet are interviewed by Roberto, the 
Ovalle Aeroclub President for the local news station prior to departure. 
We take off visual being a non air traffic control airport climbing and 
contacting Santiago control to engage IFR plan. 
The path to Santiago takes us on a heading straight to the highest 
mountain range covered in snow on ascent to 19000ft and the lowest 
safe minimum 24500, it is a little unnerving but we are soon turning right 
to our path to Santiago and this clears us away from the mountains 

Roberto is flying right seat and doing the radio calls, the two pilots 
enjoying to play with the avionics.  
 
There are multiple approaches to the airport and being a short flight it 
takes time to set up the landing requirements. A very picturesque flight 
with snow mountains on one side and dry brown mountains with a few 
lakes on the other. 
On the ground we work through the usual operation, find the follow me 
car, park and cover the aircraft, get driven across the airport tarmac 
giving way to 747 commercial jets, clear into the terminal, find the rental 
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car booths, negotiate a deal, catch a bus to the rental car, mark every 
section of the vehicle with damage (mandatory practice tip), drive to the 
other side of the airport to the most luxurious FBO I’ve ever seen 
Aviasur.  Roberto has called a few friends and pulled a few strings and 
secured us a parking at this FBO, also we need to have a mechanic 
complete a SB (service Bulletin) issued by Cirrus, it will just be a small 
quick job. 
All the above is normal travel work and we still need to find a hotel for a 
few days and complete another negotiation, all very time consuming and 
tedious but this is our life for the next few years to enjoy a new part of 
this big world. 
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Roberto communicating


