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Chita, Russia to Anchorage Alaska, USA  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Water front Vladivostok



UIAA to UHBB Chita, Zabaykalsky Krai (fuel stop) then to Khabarovsk 
Krai region- city on the border of China - Blagoveshchensk, Amur 
Oblast 
660nm  
The fuel stop was made in good time and we are airborne again for the 
longer leg of this day of flying. Travelling SE we turn around the border of 
China with Russia and follow the Amur river which marks the border. 
About half way we take the altitude from FL 290 to 310, watching very 
carefully the readings-all good only a 80 feet mis-compare same as before; 
this being manageable and quite normal. 
On our approach we fly over a section of the river that is under full flood, an 
annual event, although this year is especially worse. There are hundreds of 
homes and farmlands under water and completely cut off, we later learn 
there was over 700 families in isolation or evacuated from flood waters. 
It is a surreal feeling to be flying along the Russian border and looking to our 
right over the Chinese Heilongjiang province.  
After landing we head straight to the Mercure Hotel situated on the boardwalk 
of the Amur river with the full view of the Chinese City Heilongjiang on the 
other side. At night the City lights up in true Chinese fashion and it is a 
beautiful sight all those buildings reflecting many colours on the swollen river, 
that has risen so historically high that the 2nd layer of the boardwalk is under 
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A view over the river to China on the other side



water. We really enjoyed this city very much, it is modern and lively with the 
locals out in big groups in the lovely weather. 
World class restaurants and a booming gateway for trade between the two 
countries, in normal times it is just a walk across the bridge to go shopping in 
China. 

UHBB Blagoveshchensk to UHWW Vladivostok, Primorsky Krai - 660nm 
- 2.5hrs 
Vladivostok here we come! 
What a surprising city is Blagoveshchensk - that is a mouthful and I’m still not 
sure how to pronounce it. 
Our weather for once is just great with a High now sitting over the middle of 
Russia, all our way from Ulan Ude to now Vladivostok- we are grateful as up 
until now our flights have been in terrible weather and complicated. Problems 
with the aircraft static ports were stressful although being fully cleared by 
Cirrus Field Services to continue flying was reassuring. 
Now flying in clear blue skies the visibility is hazy all the way to a straight in 
approach to RWY 25L over a few mountains that cause a bit of turbulence 
over very green terrain and a very nice view of the Bay to Sea of Japan. We 

are guided by the follow me car but he 
gets lost, we can see the Air Marshal so 
just taxi back, thinking it is a bit funny and 
he comes to apologise later. 
The ground services here are the best we 
have received in Russia so far and the 
airport is in top condition, we are able to 
top up the oil and wash the windscreens. 
Everything was done and out of the 
airport in an hour. We stay at the last 
room left at the Lotte Hotel it looks like 
this is a very busy city.  
Our RTW friends get in touch with us 
whilst we are having dinner, they are still 
at the airport fueling up using their own 
pump, for them the flight was 
considerably longer and it takes a lot 
longer to fuel with avgas from the drums.  
A problem we know well from our trip in 
2014, we are reminded again how much 
of a difference it is to fly a piston versus a 
Jet; we fly in cruising comfort, a 

pressurized cabin, faster time and jet fuel 
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Trans-Siberian historical train



accessibility is everywhere. It is much harder to do this type of trip in a piston 
for sure but the accomplishment rewards are high. 

Just one walk around the main square of Vladivostok which is abuzz with 
locals, as the tourists have not yet come back.  The sea waterfront is full of 
bars, restaurants, buskers and market stalls. People swimming in the warm 
water of the bay till late at night.  There is the worlds largest suspension 
bridge and the famous Trans-Siberian railway station, the atmosphere is fun 
and relaxed. The main street is full of fountains that many people seem to be 
using as a bathing pool. The party lights and atmosphere is everywhere. 
On our last night we dine in a Georgian food restaurant that is very festive.  

 

Trans-Siberian railway route through Russia which is very similar to our own flight path.

       

River border, Main Street Vladivostok, monument to seamen
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UHWW to UHSS 514NM as the crow flys 
Vladivostok to Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk a Island in the middle of the Japan 
sea and Pacific.  

Life raft and over water vests are on the ready for this flight with a water temp 
of about 15C, not too bad but still cold enough that within a short timeframe 
hyperthermia will be a real risk. Still plenty of time to get into a life raft. We 
feel very comfortable and confident in the Jet and the glide distance is 
enormous. 
From engine start to takeoff it was not more than 7 mins. Tower clears us 
before even entering the RWY hold point.  Our friends are next to takeoff and 
we hear their calls whilst conducting our departure. They communicate they 
require a run up time; Tower misunderstands and clears them to takeoff 
before they have even started to taxi from parking! 
Our path is to fly East along the inside valley of the mountains that line the 
coast of Russia then right turn towards the water and the Island  

We have very little visibility due to hazy conditions and low cloud cover on 
the sea, just prior to entry we are asked to complete an orbit due to heavy 
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helicopter traffic. ATC are calling us Alpha Tanga instead of Tango, it is a little 
funny so Amir calls back the same. 
Sacha meets us on the tarmac along with the usual crowd of photographers 
trying to get a look inside the new space age Jet they have never seen 
before. 
Another hour forward we are travelling time zones very quickly. 
This Island is just 43 km north of Hokkaido Japan and the only airport 
providing both AVGas and jet fuel on the long stretch between Vladivostok 
and Kamchatka. 
It has had a few owners in it’s history; China, Japan and now fully under the 
Russian Federation. 
  
UHSS to UHPP 
Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk Island (Sakhalin Oblast) to Petropavlovsk-
Kamchatka Krai 
720NM - 3hrs roughly  
This is our longest water crossing with blue skies and perfect flying 
conditions our departure is full of fun as we are parked next to Alex & Martine 
team SR22, with them pulling on their full survival suits life vests and us with 
our life vests the handler provides the photo shoot and we are then racing 
into our planes for a quick departure to make the flight plan timing. 
We are over water within just 10 mins and climbing nicely to FL310, it is too 
hazy to really see very much, one of the negative sides of flying so high. 
Readability of  ATC is very poor; all the flights are reporting unreadable 
communication with them.  We can communicate just fine with the other 
pilots but not ATC. Team SR22 request another frequency and all of a sudden 
the readability is all good... 
ATC ask for HF equipment which neither of our aircraft have (pretty primitive 
but useful communication tool really) instead we both have satellite phone. 
We are required to communicate our position at a certain progress point.  We 
listen for Alex and Martine’s calls to get the details of the satellite phone 
number to call and the next frequencies at each waypoint- team SR22 and 
SF50 working well! 
We call and test the numbers provided - eventually we get a hold of them 
also, although we never actually lost air communication at any time so it 
remains unclear why there was a need to call on the onboard Satellite phone. 
In flight at point DIMOT all of a sudden we look up and there is a 747 heading 
straight for us, it will go over the top that seems clear but it is so close we can 
read the undercarriage, we call the pilots who advised they are at FL320, just 
a 1000 feet above us. 
Kalitta air - it was so quick we didn’t have time to react or lift our cameras but 
it would have been an awesome shot - the other pilots joke and ask for an 
airdrop of the pic! 
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Approaching the southern 
tip of the Kamchatka 
Peninsula, we see a line of 
Volcanoes popping out of 
the lower flat level cloud 
layer. It indicates the first 
sight of the mainland and 
the string of southern 
islands. It was just too 
tempting… so we ask for a 
diversion to fly next to the 
volcano. ATC not only 
approve but then give us 
headings directly next to 
the Volcanoes and near 
Lake Kurile, then direct to 
a spectacular approach 
over the mountain range to 
Petropavlovsk bay to line 
up to make the ILS 
approach flying along that 
bay and inlet with the city 
on our right.   
Another easy airport in Russia, with a very nice young official coming to the 
aircraft to ask some questions then “Welcome Enjoy!” We were left alone on 
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the tarmac to organise and clean the bugs off our wings and windscreen 
again and there were a lot! Then we just walked straight out the gate to the 
car park. 
Feeling like we are now in the Wild West technically we are in the Wild East. 
Petropavlovsk is surrounded by volcano mountains both active and non 
active, on the Pacific ring of fire there are over 300, the most in the world. 
Being in one of the most rugged destinations in the world, there was not a 
chance we wanted to miss some adventure. 
I went hiking in the Vachkazhets mountain range area where an ancient 
glaciers eroded to form a cirque (glacial formation usually a km square) and 
many waterfalls and rivers. 
Amir went in search of a rental car, heroically walking 5 km to come across 
the only car rental business with availability.  He meets the “three people who 
run and own the business - who mysteriously all have the same name - Arty 
Arty and Arty, they look at Amir’s phone with the picture of the Jet and get 
very excited as they saw the Jet at the airport the day before.  From that 
moment on Arty offers Amir a luxury Lexis 4WD at a great rate without any 
restrictions! 
We all drove to Black sand beach and Lagoona resort, restaurant, there is 
water ski zip lines on the lagoon and hot a spring spa pool. 
There we have an accidental meet up with the car rental guys who hook us 
up with a half day rafting, salmon fishing and bear hunting expedition on the 
river. They are enjoying a lunch with a bottle of their local very strong vodka 
and as we have learnt, it is customary that you join them with no less than 3 
large shots!  It would be a great disrespect to their generosity to refuse, this 
is very awkward as Amir still needs to drive back! 

We did return safely and 
on our fishing trip the next 
day Amir and the guide 
caught a Salmon - Amir’s 
was huge - so big the 
guide struggled to hold it 
up but it was a male and 
not good for eating, the 
guides fish was female 
and full of caviar.  Salmon 
spend 3-7 years in the 
ocean as an adult until 
mature enough to breed.  
They are not pink or red 
when in the ocean, the 
mature adult makes its 
way up river transitioning back to sweet fresh water full of eggs where they 
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turn pink and bright red. Once they complete their journey up river and lay 
their eggs they all die, not being able to survive for very long in fresh water.  
The bears here are well fed, we were lucky enough at the last river turn of 
our 4 hour boat ride to see a bear enter the water and immediately catch a 
fish, shake it and eat it!  It took that bear less than a few minutes; we were 
trying to catch salmon for 
4 hours! 
So basically we ticked off 
all the things we wanted 
to do in Kamchatka one 
of the wildest most 
remote places in the 
Northern hemisphere and 
the last stay in our great 
Russian adventure.  It is 
onto Alaska from here. 

UHPP to UHMA 
Petropavlovsk to 
Anadyr, Chukotka 
Autonomous Okrug, 
Russia 3hr 940NM 
It’s going to be a two leg 
flying day that will see a 
time line change that 
effectively means we will 
travel back in time! 
We arrive to the airport 
on time and make our 
way through basically by 
chance and on the good 
nature of the Russian 
people always happy to 
assist. Phoning our flight 
ops to call the fuel truck 

and while we wait the supervisor of the airport comes to assist as he wants to 
encourage general aviation and wants us to have a great experience at his 
airport.  
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Clearing customs and immigration in Russia needs to be done at Anadyr, a 
town on the East coast considered to be a gateway between US and Russia. 

Our SID departure was a perfect photo opportunity of the mountain range 
that surrounds Petropavlovsk as the path follows along side and directly 
through it. 
We will continue along the 
Volcano line then fringe the 
coast heading NE. 
Flying in a good tail wind at 
FL310 one active volcano 
creates a rocky turbulent ride 
that starts to smooth out as 
we get past the active 
volcano ash perimeter. 
The landscape on approach 
to Anadyr is just marsh and 
lakes nearly identical to the 
landscape on the East side of 
Canada - huge river systems 
flowing into the Bering Sea 
looking a beautiful blue under 
the same coloured skies. 
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Volcano line

Aerial view over Kamchatka volcanoes



 
UHMA Anadyr Russia to PANC Anchorage Alaska USA 
850nm approx maybe 3 hours 
I say maybe because when we landed in Anadyr,  Amir tried to load the 
Garmin data for the USA however there were no airports recognised for 
Alaska, that means the only option is to use the iPad and enter everything 
manually as he says this is how we did things in “the old days” going back to 
basic flying. Smooth manual departure out, after a very efficient stop for fuel, 
customs and immigration 
clearance in this part military 
airport sitting in a very isolated 
marshy cold point on the edge of 
the Bering Sea.   

It is unbelievable that we are 
actually flying over the Bering 
Sea and from our view it seems 
so small although we know just 
how unforgiving it can be. 
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Anadyr to Bering Sea

Landing in Anchorage Alaska



We started our day flying out of Petropavlovsk at 9:45am - land in Anadyr 
and back in the air for another flight to land in Anchorage one day backwards 
(yesterday at 8pm!) as we crossed the international date line, we can live the 
day all over again!  

Now back in USA  we can reflect on what we have just completed: a lot of 
Vision Jet firsts; Countries that have seen the VJ for the first time and 
although the Vision Jet has been registered as completing RTW by a ferry 
pilot, it is the first time it has been completed by an amateur pilot and crew.  
This is something we didn’t initially even contemplate until our SR22 team 
suggested it. 
 

We fly onto Canada and join up again with them in Calgary just by another 
coincidence and from here we all decided to finish of our final flights into the 
USA on the same day, hence the SF50 and SR22 CirRussia team both 
complete Around the World together.  SR22N (normal aspiration single 
piston) duel pilot team without additional fuel tanks.  SF50 single engine Jet, 
single amateur pilot and me 😁 ! 
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A wonderful flying experience through Russia that will hopefully be a new 
pathway for many inspired pilots to follow with the availability of AVGAS 
thanks to Mack Aviation’s expertise and assistance. 
Flying through the largest Country in the world we still feel like we only 
touched a very small part of it but in those little, but very important areas, of 
Russia that we did travel, the most surprising element was the Russian 
people, who are warm, welcoming, 
helpful and happy people. There are 
many places that we travelled in the 
world but here we were completely 
surprised by the people, contrary to 
what is portrayed about Russia 
throughout the world.  We never came 
across anyone who didn’t go out of 
their way to welcome and 
accommodate us in anything we 
needed, even through the language 
barrier they showed their love and 
eagerness to get to know you and 
help.  A truly memorable and humbling 
experience.   
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Trekking in Kamchatka
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Church inside the Kremlin

Amir and Lenin face off
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Customs checking the plane


